Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni and Gulliford &  

Co-sponsored by Council Members Wilson & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2016-318
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING THE BEACHES BRANCH LIBRARY ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY; RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE FRIENDS OF THE BEACHES BRANCH LIBRARY AND OTHER DEDICATED ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS FOR BRINGING THE BEACHES BRANCH LIBRARY INTO BEING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the fall of 1977, the drive for a new Beaches Branch Library was spearheaded by the American Association of University Women (AAUW), which, recognizing the inadequacy of the existing one-room 3,000-square-foot library located at the Jacksonville Beach Community Center, adopted the building of a new library at the Beaches as their community project in December, 1977; and


WHEREAS, an AAUW Library Action Committee, consisting of Virginia Dunford, Chair, Scotty Thornton, Naomi Smith, Elaine Perrin, Dorothy Minchew, Annabelle Price, Eleanor Maloney and Marion Rhoten, met weekly, visited other libraries throughout the region, met with the Jacksonville Board of Library Trustees and then-Library Director Harry Brinton, and then held a community meeting on January 16, 1979 at Atlantic Beach Elementary School for the purpose of organizing a campaign for a new library at the Beaches; and


WHEREAS, Jake Godbold, then a candidate for Mayor of the City of Jacksonville, endorsed the construction of a new facility as a top priority and promised to appoint a Beaches resident to the Board of Library Trustees, and subsequently appointed Eloise Claiborne, an Atlantic Beach resident, to the Board of Library Trustees in March, 1979. Ms. Claiborne, received her B.A. degree from Drake University, worked as a Student Reference Librarian there, was active in the League of Women Voters, a charter member of the Beaches Historical Society and served as Chair of the Friends and Trustees Caucus of the Florida Library Association; and 


WHEREAS, the AAUW Library Action Committee organized a Friends of the Beaches Library group dedicated to the construction of a new library and the improvement of all library services, which held its first organizational meeting on October 2, 1979 with a roster of 135 new members; and


WHEREAS, with great support from elected officials, civic leaders and organizations, schools and citizens,  a new Beaches Library was moved from a Number 4 Priority to a Number 1 Priority in the City’s Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan, although only $1.00 was placed in the 1980 budget for construction; and


WHEREAS, a Capital Outlay Recreation Bond issue proposed by Mayor Godbold and adopted by the City Council in September, 1981, provided funds for the construction of three libraries simultaneously: Beaches, Northside (Highlands) and Mandarin, and $175,000 was allocated for site acquisition of the Beaches Branch Library in the City’s 1981 budget; and


WHEREAS, Ted Pappas of Pappas and Associates was selected as architect and funding for construction and furniture was included in the 1983-84 budget ($7 million split among three new libraries) with money for equipment and staffing to be budgeted later; and


WHEREAS, recognizing that “good libraries are good business,” Joe Gill, Sr., President of Ocean State Bank and its Board of Directors, promoted new deposits at the new bank branch by rewarding the community with a return of one percent of each total deposit towards the new library, and by September, 1983 presented a check for $10,000 to the Friends of the Beaches Library; and


WHEREAS, the Friends of the Beaches Library diligently continued to solicit support from all segments of the community – private, civic and business – because, as Eloise Claiborne maintained: “strong public libraries mean cultural, education and economic growth”; and


WHEREAS, due to lack of adequate funding by the Florida State Legislature, the Friends of the Beaches Library determined to raise additional funds to purchase the books needed to adequately equip the new library and, by the time the library opened, had raised over $60,000; and


WHEREAS, the new library contained an auditorium accommodating 100 with a state-of-the art sound system, lectern, slide screen, adjoining kitchen, a state-of-the-art online computer catalog and automated circulation system which eliminated the old card catalog, the Joe Gill Business Center, with a comprehensive collection of current business sources partially funded by the Friends of the Beaches Library and a spacious and welcoming Children’s Department; and

WHEREAS, last year 167,166 people visited the library and checked out materials 354,244 times and approximately 12,895 people attended 343 programs, with 2,770 volunteer hours during FY 2014/2015; and

WHEREAS, the Beaches Branch Library fulfills the Jacksonville Public Library’s mission to enrich lives, build community and foster success by bringing people, information and ideas together; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and congratulates the Beaches Branch Library on the occasion of its 30th anniversary of service to the community and extends its best wishes to the staff and customers of the library for many more years of successful operation. 

Section 2. 
The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and honors the efforts of the Beaches Branch of the Association of American University Women (AAUW), including Virginia Dunford, Scotty Thornton, Naomi Smith, Elaine Perrin, Dorothy Minchew, Annabelle Price, Eleanor Maloney and Marion Rhoten, to bring the Beaches Branch Library into being. The City of Jacksonville further commends and honors Ms. Eloise Claiborne, member and Past Chair (1983 – 1984) of the Board of Library Trustees for her efforts on the Board to get the Beaches Branch Library constructed and the Friends of the Beaches Branch Library for their continuing efforts to support the Beaches Branch Library during each and every year of its last 30 years through their fundraising and generous volunteer activities.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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